Friday, March 21, 2003
Numbers 4:1 - 6:27

The men serving in and around the tabernacle were thirty to fifty years old. This was probably based in the belief that those who served there needed more maturity than the nation’s fighting men. Thirty remained the customary age of a serving priest for hundreds of years, but other tasks could be performed by younger men. In Jesus’ time, thirty years old was still considered the age at which a Jewish man reached spiritual maturity. Jesus was about thirty when He began His ministry, perhaps to pose no offence to those He taught.

The fact that men and women with skin diseases or other ceremonial uncleanliness were kept out of the camp did not indicate God’s anger or lack of love for them. The reason for the separation was probably two-fold. It acted as a quarantine so that the rest of the camp would not be infected (as in the case of a skin disease), and it pictured that God’s people had to be spiritually clean and unblemished because He was present among them.

Chapter 5 also has instructions concerning a wife suspected by her husband of adultery. The ceremony was not magic, nor was the water poisoned. The practice was based on the idea that God would judge the case and God would dispense the punishment. Such tests were widely used by the cultures of the area and time, but in this case God removed the practice from the realm of pagan magic and proclaimed that the only correct way to conduct the test was under His authority. There is no indication that the ceremony was ever used after Israel’s time in the wilderness.


Though there were Nazirites even before Moses’ time, the first that is recorded is Samson (in Judges). Most Nazirite vows were of short duration like that of Paul who took the Nazirite vow twice in his life that we know of.

The priestly blessing at the end of Chapter 6 is familiar to many of us, but did you know that it has been around for 3,500 years?
